CHRIS WILLIAMS

Chris has recently been selected by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies to be one of six

composers from across the world to be his student at the Advanced Composition

Course at the Dartington International Summer School, in England this year. To assist

with his attendance, Chris has been offered a bursary both from the Dartington

Summer School and was the winner of a JB seed professional development grant.

Whilst in Europe this year, Chris conducted the premiere of his commissioned work

“Moonlight and the sorrow,” at the soundSCAPE contemporary music festival in

Italy, where he was an invited composer. In 2007 Chris was one of the composers

selected from across Australia and New Zealand to be part of the The Song

Company’s professional development project, Modart, during which he wrote and

workshopped a piece for performance with the group.

Among the many awards recognising his music, Chris has received both the Raymond

Hanson, and Alfred Hill memorial prizes for composition and in 2006, his multimovement

work “Piano Quintet no.1,” written when he was only 17 years of age, was

awarded first place in the Ignaz Friedman Memorial Prize for Composition. Recently,

he was awarded first prize in The Young Australian Composer’s Award, by the

Chamber Strings of Melbourne.

Born in Newcastle, Australia, Chris currently lives and works in Sydney, where he is

studying at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music for his B.Mus majoring in

composition. Outside the conservatorium, Chris has benefited greatly from the

guidance of his mentor and tutor Nigel Butterley, while composition teachers at the

conservatorium have included Michael Smetanin, and Damien Ricketson.

Chris is currently on a full foundation scholarship at St.Paul’s College University of

Sydney. Chris is also vice president of the “Sydney Eclectic Composer’s Society.”

His work has been performed in Australia, Canada, U.S.A, Italy and Austria, and is

catalogued and held at Fischer Library, Sydney University.
